
 

 
 
 

Service of Light 

and Easter Vigil 

Welcome to our service on this holy night, 

as we await with expectancy to celebrate the resurrection. 

If possible, we recommend that you print this order of service off. 

Whilst we have included much of the liturgy so that it is easy to follow, 

this is a very dramatic service, and so we encourage you to enjoy 

participating in the service fully, by watching closely the beauty of the 

journey from darkness into light. 

If you are coming to the service in Church 

Please bring this liturgy, and something loud you can shake or ring. 

If you are worshipping at home along with our service online 

Our service begins in darkness; so don’t worry if 

you log on to our video and cannot see very much to start with. 

If it is safe and appropriate to do so, you may wish to 

participate in this service by beginning the service with low lighting. 

You may wish to have a candle to hand, that you can light 

once the Paschal Candle has been lit on the screen. 

We also warmly encourage you to have by your side a bell, 

or anything that makes plenty of celebratory noise, 

to use when we proclaim the resurrection.  
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Service of Light 

The Easter Candle is marked, and the priest then lights the Easter Candle saying: 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

on this most holy night,  

when our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to life,  

the Church invites her children throughout the world  

to come together in vigil and prayer. 

This is the Passover of the Lord. 

We remember his death and resurrection  

by hearing his word and celebrating his mysteries,  

confident that we shall share his victory over death  

and live with him for ever in God. 

Eternal God, who made this most holy night to shine  

with the brightness of your one true light:  

inflame us with your love, and bring us to the radiance  

of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Christ yesterday and today,  

the beginning and the end,  

Alpha and Omega,  

all time belongs to him, and all ages;  

to him be glory and power,  

through every age and for ever. 

Amen. 

By his  holy and  glorious wounds  

may  Christ our Lord  guard us and keep us. 

Amen. 

May the light of Christ rising in glory banish all darkness 

from our hearts and minds. 

The light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God.  
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The Exsultet 

Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! 

Exult, all creation around God’s throne! 

Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! 

Sound the trumpet of salvation! 

Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, 

radiant in the brightness of your King! 

Christ has conquered! Glory fills you! 

Darkness vanishes for ever! 

Rejoice, O Mother Church! Exult in glory! 

The risen Savior shines upon you! 

Let this place resound with joy, 

echoing the mighty song of all God’s people! 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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It is right and good that with hearts and minds and voices 

we should praise you, Father almighty, the unseen God, 

through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who has saved us by his death, 

paid the price of Adam’s sin, 

and reconciled us once again to you. 

For this is the Passover feast, 

when Christ, the true Lamb of God, is slain 

whose blood consecrates the homes of all the faithful. 

This is the night when you first saved our ancestors, 

freeing Israel from her slavery 

and leading her safely through the sea. 

This is the night when Jesus Christ vanquished hell, 

broke the chains of death 

and rose triumphant from the grave. 

This is the night when all who believe in him are freed from sin, 

restored to grace and holiness, 

and share the victory of Christ. 

This is the night that gave us back what we had lost; 

beyond our deepest dreams 

you made even our sin a happy fault. 

Most blessed of all nights! 

Evil and hatred are put to flight and sin is washed away, 

lost innocence regained, and mourning turned to joy. 

Night truly blessed, when hatred is cast out, 

peace and justice find a home, and heaven is joined to earth 

and all creation reconciled to you. 

Therefore, heavenly Father, in this our Easter joy 

accept our sacrifice of praise, your Church’s solemn offering. 

Grant that this Easter Candle may make our darkness light. 

For Christ the morning star has risen in glory; 

Christ is risen from the dead and his flame of love still burns within us! 

Christ sheds his peaceful light on all the world! 

Christ lives and reigns for ever and ever! 

Amen. 
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The Vigil 
As we await the risen Christ, let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in 

history, recalling how he saved his people in ages past and in the fullness of 

time sent his Son to be our Redeemer; and let us pray that through this Easter 

celebration God may bring to perfection in each of us the saving work he has 

begun.  

Readings 

 Genesis 1:1 – 2:4   The Creation 

 Exodus 14:10-end   Crossing the Red Sea 

 Ezekiel 37: 1 - 14   The valley of dry bones 

The Easter Acclamation 

All stand 

Alleluia, Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Easter Fanfare 

During which the lights are switched on, we extinguish our candles, 

and we make noise to herald Christ’s resurrection. 

Collect 

Lord of all life and power,  

who through the mighty resurrection of your Son  

overcame the old order of sin and death  

to make all things new in him:  

grant that we, being dead to sin  

and alive to you in Jesus Christ,  

may reign with him in glory;  

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit  

be praise and honour, glory and might,  

now and in all eternity. Amen. 
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New Testament Reading 

 Romans 6.3-11  St Paul explains the glory of Christ’s resurrection 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading 

Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. Alleluia! 

He has defeated the powers of death. Alleluia! 

Jesus turns our sorrow into dancing. Alleluia! 

He has the words of eternal life.  Alleluia! 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Matthew 28.1-10; St Matthew tells of the resurrection of Jesus 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Renewal of Baptismal Vows  

As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, we 

remember that through the paschal mystery we have died and been buried 

with him in baptism. 

In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvelous light. To follow 

Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him.  

Therefore I ask: 

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 

I reject them. 

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 

I renounce them. 

Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 

I repent of them. 
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Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 

I turn to Christ. 

Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 

I submit to Christ. 

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 

I come to Christ. 

May almighty God who has given you the desire to follow Christ 

give you the strength to continue in the way. 

Sisters and brothers, I ask you to profess the faith of the Church. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

He descended to the dead; 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Almighty God, we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith 

with all those who have been baptized in your name. 

Keep us faithful to our baptism, and so make us ready for that day 

when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son,  

our Saviour Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
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May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, 

that you may be rooted and grounded in love 

and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit. Amen. 

The Peace 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,  

‘Peace be with you’. Then were they glad when they saw the Lord.  Alleluia. 

The peace of the risen Christ be always with you 

and also with you.  Alleluia. 

The Blessing 

Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

The God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

that great shepherd of the sheep, 

through the blood of the eternal covenant, 

make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 

working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 

And the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

With the risen life of Christ within you, 

go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia! 
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